
290 POST OFFICE. 

TBE PARCEL POST (AUSTRALIAN COLONIES, NEW ZEALAND, 
FIJI, AND NEW HEBRIDES) WARRANT. 1896, DATED 
DECEMBER 24, 1896. 

1896. No. 1113. 
We, the Commissionen1 of Her Majesty's Treasury, in pur­

~uance of the Acts relating to Her Majesty's Post ( )flice, and in 
exercise of all powers enabling us in this behalf, do, by this 
Warrant, m&de on the representation of H~r Majesty's Postm&Bter 
General (testilied by hia signing the same), order, direct, and 
declare 8B follows :-

Short Title. 
. 1. This Warrant may be cited a.s " The Parcel Post (A ustraliru:i 
Colonies, New Zealand, Fiji, and New Hebrides) Warrant, .1896." 

&peals. 
2. From and after the date when this Warrant comes into 

operation the several Warrants of the CommiMioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury specified in the First Schedule hereto shall 
be repealed, revoked, and annulled. 

Definition a. 
3. In this Warrant-

. (1.) The expret1Sion "parcel " menns a postal packet which is: 
posted in the British Islands as a parcel in accordance. 
with the provisions of this Warrant, or any Warrant a.mending. 
the same, or is received in the British Islands from abroad 
by Parcel Post. 
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(2.) The expression "outgoing" applied to a parcel means 
pq8ted in the British Islands for transmission t.o the Austra­
lian Colonit's, New Zealand, Fiji, or the New Hebrides. 

(3.) The expression "incoming" applied to a po.reel means 
received in the British Islands through the po'it from the 
Australian Colonies, New Zealand, Fiji, or the New Hebrides. 

(4.) The expression "British Islands" means the United 
· Kingdem, the Channel lslands, and the Isle of Man; · · 
( 5.) The "expnssion " British possession" means any ~ of 

Het') Majesty's dominions exclusive of the British Islands. 
(6.) The expreeaion" Australian Colonies" includes the colonies 

of New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, 
Western Australia, and Queem1land. 

Places between 'l!'hich Pa.reels may be trammitted. 
4. From and'· Mt.er ·-the · date- when thisr ·Warrs.nt comes into 

opemtion1 pa.reels ma.y;subject to the provisions of this Warrant, 
be transmitted by post between the British Islands .and the 
Australian Colonies, New Zealand, Fiji, and the New Hebrides. 

Rates of Postage on Outgoing Parcels. 

5. On a.U outgoing parcels addressed · to the several . places 
mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto, there shall be charged 
and paid the respective rates of postage specified in such schedule. 

Maxim'Ulm Weight and Dimemi<>ti8. 

6. Except by permission of the Postmaster General, no parcel, 
. the. weight of which exceeds eleven pounds, or the dimensions 
of which exceed in length three feet six inches, or in length and 
girth combined six feet (such girth being measured round the 
thiekest part of such parcel) shall be forwarded or delive:red by 
poet. 

Mode of Posting. 

. 7. Subject to the provisions of this Warrant the following 
provisions shall apply to the . posting of outgoing parcel,s, that is 
to say:-

(1.) Every pa.reel shall be posted by being handed to an officer 
on duty at the counter in a post office. 

(2.) The parcel must bear the name and full address of the 
addressee, and must be packed in such manner and form 
and in accordance with such directions as the Postmaster 
General may from time to time prescribe in that behalf. 
The parcel must also be accompanied by, or have affixed to 
it, a declaration of such kind, and stating the nature and 
value of the contents of the parcel in such manner and _form 
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and with such other particulars as the CommiBBioners oi 
Customs· and the Postmaster General may prescribe. 

(3.) The pa.reel shall be mes.sured and weighed by such officer,.. 
and the postage thereof shall be prepaid, and shall be verified 
by such officer. 

Collection of Parcel,s. 

8. The Postmaster General may, if he thinks fit, from time to 
time authorise such officers as he may direct to receive parcels. 
for the post, otherwise than at a post office, under such regulations 
and conditions as he may irom time to time preacribe. 

Irreguuir Posting of Pa'l'Cela. 

9. Any outgoing packet transmissible by Pa.reel Post which 
from any words or marks thereon, or other external evidence, 
appears to have been intended for transmission as a. pa.rce1, but. 
which has not been tendered for transmission as a parcel, but 
has been posted in a post office letter box, or otherwise than 
according to the m1mner herein-before prescribed for t.he posting 
of parcels, may, in the discretion of the Postmaster General, 
eitheL· be detained and returned or given up to the sender, or, if 
the said packet is fully prepaid with the letter or open packet. 
ra' e of postage, and otherwise conforms to the regulations us to 
the letter or open packet post, the same may be forwarded o.s a 
letter or open packet (a.-> the case may be) . 

.Return and Dittposal of Und.elivered Parcela. 

10. With regard to-
(a) incoming pa.reels which are addressed to a post office to be 

called for, or to a place beyond the limits of the free postal 
delivery of any town or district, or to a ship at any port, 
and which are not called for or delivered within such 
reasons.hie times as the Postmaster General may from time· 
to time prescribe ; and 

(b) incoming parcels which cannot be delivered for want Clf a 
true direction, or by reason that the addressee is dead, or 
cannot be found, or has refused the same, or has refused or 
neglected to pay any charges thereon, or for any other 
sufficient reason ; 

the following provisions shall (subject to the other provisivns of 
this Warrant) apply, that is to say:--

(1.) The parcel shall, as the Postmaster General may from 
time to time <lirect, be retained at or forthwith forwarded 

: : -' to euch plnce as the Postmaster General may appoint, and 
may, if necessary, be. there opened anrl examined. 

(2.) Where the name and address of the sender can be u.scer· 
tained from the parcel or any form accompanying the same, 
notice shall be given to the sender through the post offic& 
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·of the place from which the pa.reel was transmitted to this 
·country, that the parcel will, at hiCJ request, in default of 
. any claim on the part of the addressee, be forwarded to a 
.corrected address, or returned to him by post, in eitht>r case 
upon the conditions herein-after mentioned . 

. (3.) Where the name and address of the sender cannot be 
· ascertained as herein-before mentioned, notice of the non­

delivery of the parcel shall be given to the post office of 
the place from which the parcel was transmitted to this 
country. 

i.. 4.) In either case the notice shv.11 state that, in default of the 
receipt by the Postmaster Genera.I of instructiC1ns as to the 
disposal of the parcel during a period to be specified in such 
notice from some person who, in the Postmaster General's 
judgment, is entitled to give such instructions, the pa.reel 
will be returned to the place from which it was transmitted 
t.o this country. 

(5.) The Postmaster General may require proof to his eatis­
faction that an applicant for a parcel is entitled to receive 
the same. 

(6.) The Postmaster General may, in his discretion, specify in 
any such notice, or otherwise, the periods during which 
.parcels may be returned to the senders thereof, and in so 
doing may have regard to the nature and contents of 
parcels. 

(7.) Where, in the case of a parcel which cannot be ddivered 
for want of a true direction, the sender corrects the address 
of the parcel, the parcel shall be forwarded to the corrected 
.address, subject to the following conditions:-

(a.) Where the corrected address of the parcel is sefred 
from the same post office as the original a.ddre~s. no 
new charge shall be ma.de with respect to the delivery 
of the parcel. 

(b.) In any other case there shall be paid a new and 
distinct rate of postage equal in amount to the rate of 
postage which would have been chargeable on such 
pa.reel as a.n inland parcel. 

(8.) Where the sender requests a pa.reel to be returned to him 
by post, there shall be charged upon such pa.reel a new and 
distinct rate of postage, according to the rate fixed by this 
Warrant. 

{9.) A pa.reel shall not be given up or returned by post to the 
sender except upon payment by him of all charges for 
re-direction or otherwise to which the parcel has become 
liable under the provisions of this Warrant, or otherwise by 
the law of this country, or of any foreign country or British 
possession. 

(10.) Where no application is made for a parcel within the 
period specified in any such notice as afore!!a.id, or an 
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Commencement of Warrant. 

17. This Warrant shall come into operation on the 1st day 
of J&nuary, one thousand eight hundred &nd ninety-seven. 

Dau. 
Dated thiR 24th day of December, one thousand eight hundred 

and ninety-six. 
Stanley, 
W. H. Fisher, 

Two of the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury. 

Norfolk, 
Her Majesty's PostmMter General. 

Tiu First Schedule. 

Date of Warrant. I Subject. 

1888, June 27 - Parcel Poet between the United Kingdom and the colonies of 
New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, 

1888, November 6 -
1890, May 31 
1891, November 25 

and Western Australia.• 
Parcel Post between the United Kingdom and New Zealand.t 
Parcel Post between the United Kingdom and F1ji.t 
Parcel Poet between the United Kingdom and the New 

Hebrides.§ 
1892, Januacy 4 - Parcel Post between th~ United Kingdom and Qneensland.11 

The Second Scheduk. 

Rates of Postage on each Parcel. 

If exceedi~ 
O~e Pound, or 

Poekdin Addreued to 
If not exceeding 

One Pound every Ponnd 
in Weight. or 1''nlctional Part 

of a Pouna. 

The Australian Coloul111 One shilling . . 8i.1p~nee . 
or ~ew Zealand. 

... Bri .. h ~ Pili • • · • Oneahilli111t Eightpence. Ialands. -
The New Hebrides . One shilling and one Sevenpence • 

pellllJ'. 

* Published in London Gazette, June 29, 188:!, p. 3557. 
t Published in London Gazette, November 9, 1888, p. 6076. 
! Published in London Gazette, Jane 13, l:l90, p. 3300. 
§ I'ubli11hed in London Guette, December 1, 11!91, p. 6654. 
II Published in London Gazette, January 15, 1892, p. 2i>9. 
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